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THEY TWO 

The') are left “lone in tht dear old home, after so many 

y ea rs t ii . frulir and fun, of childish 

When the house was full of f 

lauzhtcr and tears. > . - IMr life 

They Slef.t hhm, they tw^-once wore, bcgtnmng life 

over again, . i/, ev we re nine 

j m t as they'did in deyr of yore, before they we . 

or ten. 

The table k ret for two these days ; the children went 

"me on their senate ways, when the child - 

. * loh ’ wM 

they used to do; , H to set the 

Ami mother through weeping cun hardly 

table for two. 

They used to gather uround the fire white someone would 
B utwtlttdy, or work or play ’tw.s always a merry 

And Zw 'they ate two who gather there at evening to 

read or seWi . when they think 

A,id it seems almost too much to bear when > 

of the long ago. 

Ah, well — ah, welt-’tis the way of the world, chsldren 

stay but a little while, when other 

And than into other scenes -are whirled, when 

homes bspSlc. firir hearts are 

But it matters not how jar mey 

JZtt^Z'a home like the dear old home where 
the table is set for two. ^ ^ 




Mr and Mrs E C. Sheets of Hills 
boro, announce the marriage of their 
daughter Geraldine to Mr Basil Me* 
Laughlin son of Mr and Mrs Elmer 
McLaughlin of Huntersville, at 
Ohurchville, Virginia on November 
29, 1939. _ 


MARRIED IN DECEMBER 

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Wolfenbarger of 
Renick have announced the marriage of 
, their daughter, Miss Theda, to Mr. Ma¬ 
rion B. Lave say, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. B. Livesay of Frankford The wed¬ 
ding took place at Pearisburg, Virginia, 
on I^eeember 21, 1939. 





MARRIED at lexingto» 

Miss Rebeca Rupert of FraB^ 
and Robert Dunn of Ronceverte w 
u vited in marriage at Lexington, VJ 
on Thursday last. The bride is a dau 
ter of Mrs. L. 0. Rupert of Frank* 
her father for many years being a *“ 
ticing physician in that district 
was beloved by all who knew him, 
the young lady is stenographer in H 
law offices of H. L. VanSickler ax 
John Lile of Lewisburg. The groop 
manager of the state liquor store 
Ronceverte. Their many frien^ 
them a happy married life. 
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g|v . By O. W. R. 

lj£ Alderson, W. Va. 

S&. (Continued from last week) 

I have been attending John Robin¬ 
son’s circus ever since I was a kid, and 
it was there I first saw Tom Thumb 
and his wife. They were the first 
midgets brought before the public, and 
.he was the only man of his size who 
had a full beard. He was educated by 
P x. Barnum and was dined once 
Queen Victoria when traveling in Eng¬ 
land. 

I also saw in Robinson’s circus the 
Siamese twins. These two brothers 
were grown together by a ligament that 
joined their sides together just below 
the armpit, and they were normal in 
other ways. They bought adjoining 
forms in ” Georgia, married separate 
wives and each raised a family of 
normal children. All the doctors who 
had examined them said it would kill 
them if cut apart. They each died 
within two hours of one another. 

I was at the first Confederate re¬ 
union after the war, when Stonewall 
Jackson’s statue was unveiled at Rich¬ 
mond. Va., on Oct. 1, 1875. It was pre¬ 
sented by England to the State \ ir- 
ginia. Dr. Hoge of Richmond delivered 
the address, and when the statute was 
unveiled Mrs. Jackson and her only 
daughter got out of a caniage neaiby 
and strewed flowers around the pedes¬ 
tal It was then that the old brigade 
broke ranks and rushed forward to 
embrace this good woman as if she 
was their mother, crying like whipped 
children. It made me feel very sad 
to see these strong men weeping for 
their late commander, who had led 
them through many battles in which 
they had fought for a cause they be¬ 
lieved to be just and right. 

I visited the first great centennial 
exposition at Philadelphia in October, 
1876. and it was there I saw many in¬ 
teresting relics, such as Washington s 
blue broadcloth wedding suit, his boots 
and spurs, his sword and family car¬ 
riage covered with rawhide. I went 
through Independence hall and saw 
there the Declaration of Independence! 
in an iron case with a glass over the 
front, and the cracked Liberty bell in 
one of the rooms. Our exhibits in the 
West Virginia state building were prin¬ 
cipally minerals and native woods. The 
1 largest lump of coal ever dug was ex¬ 
hibited there, and it weighed several] 
tons. I met our attorney general, 
Henry Mason Mathews, in this build¬ 
ing. He was elected governor that 

year and served four years. 

I believe our divorce law is the worst 
law we have in our statute books, for 
it permits you to get married one day 
and obtain a divorce the next. That 
has a tendency to break down the 
morals of our country more than any 
one thing. Our young people marry 
too early, for they are not competent 
to choose a companion for life at a 
tender age; consequently when their 
puppy love wears off then there is a 
separation, the breaking up of homes 
that were once happy, tearing out the 


heart-strings of tneir mnoceni cimureii 
and scattering them to the mercy of 
the world. This law should be re¬ 
pealed and another one enacted in its 
place not allowing people who get di¬ 
vorces to re-marry. That would put a 
quietus on the divorce business. In 
these late years many men trade their 
wives for other women like horse- 
traders used to swap horses. I can’t 
point to a single divorce suit in my 
county until long after I was grown; 
now our docket is crowded from year 
to year with so many divorce cases. 

! x have heard many distinguished pul- 
| pit divines preach in my day, such men 
1 as Dr. Talmage, who I heard preach in 
the ballroom at White Sulphur, Dr. 
Deems, pastor of The Strangers,; N. C. 
Bishops Marvin, Dogget, Mclntire, Dr. 
Hoge and Dr. Curry of Richmond, Va., 

Dr. Slater of Tennessee and Dr. John 
McElhaney, pastor of the Old Stone 

church. 

I heard Jenny Lind sing at Lewis- 
burg when I was a kid, and after that 
I heard Jehu Hank sing many times. 

He had such a strong voice it has been 
said his singing was heard four miles 
from the peaks of Otter. 

Stillhouses were plentiful when I 
was a lad, and you could haul a wagon¬ 
load of apples or peaches to one of 
^hese stills and get made all the biandy 
you wanted, and all it cost for making 
was a small toll. Tradition has it that 
you could at one time stand on reser¬ 
voir hill at Alderson and see the smoke 
from seven different stills. If that be 
true, the Muddy Creek valley was 
1 flowing with brandy instead of milk 
and honey. That kind of liquor was 
so pure you would not feel like fighting 
your grandmother after taking a few 

drinks of it. 

Murder has become today a very 
common crime in my native county, 

! but when I was a youngster just com¬ 
ing up there were very few murders in 
Greenbrier. There have been but two 
persons hung in the county since it was 
chartered and both those were colored 
men. The first one had been a very 
trusty slave to his master, who was an 
old bachelor living near Fort Spring, 
and had been promised his freedom at 
the death of his master. He had looked 
forward to that time with much in¬ 
terest for years, but when he nad given 
up all hope for his master to die first 
he killed his master one night and 
placed his body at the head of a vicious 
young horse in one of the stalls in the 
bam to make it appear that the horse 
had kicked his master’s brains out 
When Dr. McElheney was called to 
this home to preach the funeral the 
first thing he did was to go to the 
bam and view the premises, and when 
he found some blood on a door leading 
from the stalls to the feed room he 
had the negro called in and questioned 
as to how the blood had gotten there. 
That so alarmed the slave that he con-* 


to gam i 



j fessed the slaying of hi*-; mast 
his freedom. He was hun 
burg publicly for this crime. 

The second man who was hung was 
a slave in the first year of the war. 
He was owned by John Withrow, an I 
old merchant of Lewisburg. This man 
was accused of plotting an insurrec¬ 
tion among the negroes of the town; a 
plot to raise up and kill all of the 
white people left after the first sol¬ 
diers had departed for the war. He 
protested his innocence to the last mo¬ 
ment; but one of his colored friends 
in the alleged conspiracy became 
alarmed and gave the whole thing 
away, also telling where some of the 
guns to be used were secreted. Reuben 
was hung to a limb in the north end of 
the town. The rope broke on his first 
drop, but he was picked up and hung 
with a stronger one until he was dead. 
That was a very exciting time in the 
history of this old, quiet town; but it 
had a very quieting effect on the 

morale of all the negroes who saw the 
hanging. 

I am glad I have lived to see the day 
when our churches have become more 
liberal with each other, for in my early 
life they preached too much doctrine 
and not enough of Gospel. Our Meth¬ 
odist brethren would preach sanctifi¬ 
cation by telling you that you could 
become so holy that you could not sin 
any more. Then our Baptist friends 
would tell you in order to be saved 
you must go under the water head and 
heels. Then our Presbyterians would 
tell you that from all eternity you had 
been predestined to be ordained or 
elected to be saved or lost. After h ear¬ 
ing all these doctrines discussed so 
much it would often puzzle you which 
route to take to get to heaven—by 
water or dry land Now I have not 
heard a doctrinal sermon for years, but 
instead they all preach that old-time 
religion, igbj/ib, $$ can save the souL 
Before I close this my last memoir 
I wish to give my special regards to 
the Greenbrier Independent, the “Old 
Luminary” which has been carrying 
the latest news into hundreds of homes 
for nearly three-fourths of a century, 
it has outlived by far those who owned 
and established it, but like myself, this 
good old paper has gone through many 
changes in the years that have gone by. 
In conclusion let me say my latest 
sun is sinking fast; my race will soon 
be run, and I like all the earth must 
be gathered to my Father, for soon the 
pale horse and his rider are coming to 
carry me to my eternal home beyond 
the stars to meet the loved ones who 
have gone before, and this frail body 
must sleep to the end of time beside 
the beautiful Greenbrier river, which 
will flow on like a silver thread toward 
the setting sun, and old Keeney’s knob 
will stand like a sentinel to guard my 

to ^u until the morning of the last; 
great day when Gabriel’s trumpet wi! 
awaken me for the judgment. Then 
in the name of the great Jehoviah 
let me say to one and all good-bye 
until we meet again beyond the- river 
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MRS. JOHN ROGER HICKMAN III 


His Bride Is the Hornier 

| Mary Karr McLaughlin 

| of Lewisburg 

--- 

1 Mr. and Mrs. Forrest P. McLaugh¬ 
lin, of Lewisburg, have announced 

the marriage of their daughter, Miss 
Mary Karr McLaughlin, to Mr. John 
Roger Hickman, III, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. W. Hickman, of Charleston. 
The ceremony took place Septem¬ 
ber 12. 1936. at St. Albans, wth 
, (Continued on Page 3» Column i) 


we**. 



Mathew Lee Beard, atjed 85 years, 
die . Thursday, May 12, 1938, after a 
long illness. On Saturday afternoon 
his body was buried in tlie family 
graveyard on the plantation west of 
Hillsboro. The funeral was conduct 
ed from the home by his pastor, iter, j 
K Knight, of the Oak Grove Piesby- 
terian Church. 

Thus is chronic ed the passing of 
one of our most promintnc citizens 
and one of the best men Pocahontas 
County ever produced. He was a son 
of the late William T and Mary Mc- 
Neei Beard. His brother, Elgar, 
died many >ears since * He married 
Miss Emma Clark, daughter of the 
late Sherman Clark, who preceded • 
him January 1, 1919, Their surviv¬ 
ing sons are Henry, Assessor of Poca¬ 
hontas County, and Joel; their daugh¬ 
ters, Mrs J. C Johnson, Mrs Eric’ 
Clutter and Miss Leeta. A son, ! 
M. Li Jr,, died about 16 months ago; 
another son, Earl, met death by 
drowning in the Blue Hole, near Hills- I 
boro, on January 4, 1924, and their 
oldest son, Sherman, died when a 
student in Hampden Sydney College 
in i9lL 

In his veins coursed the blood of 
such pioneer firs■. families as Beard, f 
McNeel, Edmiston, Po ige, Wallace 
and Warwick, and it can be truly 
said his life fulfilled the high tradi 
tlons of such fine ancestry. 

Mr Beard was the largest individu¬ 
al land owner and the heaviest tax¬ 
payer of this county. A lasting: 
memorial to his broad vision and pub¬ 
lic spirit is the Hillsboro High School 
Its establishment in no small part 
was due to his ' efforts and influence j 
as member and president of the Lev- ■ 
els District Board of Education To 
the last year of his life lie took an 
active and intelligent in It-res; in pub¬ 
lic affairs. Only last summer he took 
a promirnent place in the state co i 
vention of farmers at ,1 okson Mill. 

In religion, Mr Beard was* a mem 
her of the church of his fathers, th 
Presbyterian. Be cook an active par 
in the work of The Kingdom, and i 
supported liberally all its causes As 
a Ruling IB d^r he was prominent in 
the affairs of his congregation and in 
the courts of his church 

While a man of big affairs, taking 
the place of leader in civil, business 
and religious life o the county, J 
would remember my gentle kinsman 
as the man of the kindly, understand¬ 
ing heart; who met the great of the 
earth on equal footing, yet deferred 
to the feelings of a child; whom 
wealth did not make proud, nor hon¬ 
ors spoil, nor personal sorrow and be 
reavemeno embitter. 
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“HITCH IN HELL” 

tting here and thinking' 
e thing’s 1 left behind 
t’s hard to put on paper 
’s a-runnin’ through my 


i dug a million ditches | 
removed ten million miles of 
round 

l drearier place this side of- 

fell 

aiting to be found, 
here’s one sweet consolation, 
iser while [ tell; 
we die we’ll go to Heaven 
e’ve done our Hitch in Hell. 

5 built a million kitchens j 
le cooks to stew our beans, 
s stood a million guard 

ounts, I 

re’ve cleaned a million mess 

its, 

►cclcd a million spuds 
i rolled a million blanket 


he number of parades we've 
ood 

ly hard to tell, 

e’ll all parade in Heaven 

eVe stood our Hitch in Hell. 


killed a million snakes and 


gs 


mttled for our eats; 
shook a million centipedes 
off our dirty sheets 
marched a hundred million 

iles, . 1 

itched a million camps, 
ricked thousands of wood 
;k bugs 

the seats of our khaki pants. 
Den our work down here 
done, 

iends on earth can tell 
/hen we died we went to 
saven; 

done our Hitch in Hell. 

the final taps arc sounded 
*e lay aside our cares, 

:lo our final dress parade 
3sc shiny, golden stairs, 
igels all will welcome us 
le harps will start to play 
j raw a million pay checks 
pend them all one day! 

,hen we’ll hear St. Peter j 
<udly, with a yell: 
i a seat, you boys fror , 
[ARANA 

e done your Hitch in Hell. 


Private Verlin 
ard Squadron, 
l Basic Flying Sc 
. Arizona. 


Kelley 


The following letter was receiv¬ 
ed by Mrs. Susan Brock, of Hills¬ 
boro, from Chaplain J. P. Maho- 
ney, who was with her son, Carl 
Brock, when he was killed in ac¬ 
tion on July 2, 1943 : 


Dear Mrs. Brock: 

After 83 ’ days of combat, con¬ 
ditions now permit me to write 
\ aud express to you my heartfelt 
sympathy. Tour dear son, Pri¬ 
vate Carl D. Brock, made the 

Supreme Sacrifice for his Country 
on July 2nd, 1943 . 

! Tour brave son was with us 
when our regiment established 
^ K5 ^ head on Kendova Is* 
land. A few days later we were 
heavily bombed by the enemy, 
and suffered many casualties, Carl 
was amongst them, l ie returned 
to His Maker in an instant—the 
way every soldier desires to go, 
to die is God’s Holy Will. Ee 
was given Christian burial on 
Rend ova, and we are now remov¬ 
ing all our heroic dead to a beau¬ 
tiful, and well kept cemetery 
overlooking Munda airfield, on i 
New Georgia Island. Any per¬ 
sonal effects will be forwarded to 
you through military channels. 

As one of his Chaplains, I came 

to know Carl very well, since he 
joined our regiment at Camp 
.Shelby. He was a prince of a 
fellow, and served faithfully hK 
God and country. He won fi e 
friendship and respect of all his 
comrades, and now, by his heroic 
sacrifice, he has certainly merited 
the Eternal Reward of Our Heav- 
enly lather, who has assured us 

that, greater love than this no 
!man hath,” 

I pray that the God of all con¬ 
solation will grant to you and his ! 
loved ones strength and courage 
i to * )e brave, as was Car], who now 


s in 


wi 


Sincerely, 

Chapl ain J ohn P. Mahonev. 


Our Army and Navy Boys 

Miss Eleanor McLaughlin, of 
Huntersville received this letter 
^omhov sister, Lieutenant Deei- 
ma McLaughlin, who was serving 
with the United States Army I 
,ji Nurses Corps in Italy, This let¬ 
ter was written just ten days be- 1 
fore her death on ( Ttober 6, fol¬ 
lowing an operation: j 

Somewhere. 

i, September 2d, 1943 . 

Dearest Sis and all: , 

■^1 ^ ere ^ a 111 a in. and sure 

q I was there having a talk 
with you all, telling you these 
1 tilings I am unable to write you. 
t is now 7:00 p. m. here and it is 
so dark. We go on duty at 7:30 
so it seems as if it is in the mid- 
die of the night. We have been 
awful busy this week; worked 11 
Ijours a couple of days, so you 
can figure we are working some 

110 Y* If.is a pleasure though to 

be 1 us.y tor one don’t have time, 
to think. 

I wrote to Jim and also to his 
mother. I received mail once this 
week but it was all old mail. 1 
got one letter from Azel. I was 
so glad to hear from him. L 

to him even though I ' 
could not say where I am. 

There is a movie tonight—so 
that s a break, although I am not 
poing. Guess I will go to bed as 
usual at 8:30 p m. Sure do get 
plenty of sleep these nights. 

It is laining now. It sure will 
be a mess if it rains much, and 
the raining season will soon start, | 

, I hen I guess we will wear cover¬ 
alls all the time and big heavy 

shoes. I do not think I’ll like 
that. 

1 hope you all are well. I ami 
nne so far. Tell everyone hello 
or me. Sure hope I hear from 
you real soon. Love and khte 

to alL Dessic. 


J } 


t 




